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Commissioned by Harry Truman July
1946

Delivered December 1947

The critical line: “federal
appropriations (should) be given only
to those schools willing to comply
(with desegregation)”



Highlights of the dissent:

“disagreed with any
recommendation as to the
immediate abandonment
of segregation”

Desegregation would:
“impede progress and

threaten tragedy to the
people of the South, both
white and Negro”

Removal of inequality must
be made “within the
established patterns of
social relationships”

A.H.Compton. Joins Southerners
' In Sharp Dissent on Proposal to

“Would - Threaten Tragedy’—Federal
- Campaign Backed by $135,000,000 a Year
to Aid Students Urged by Majority. 1

i

By STERLING F. GREEN ‘
WASHINGTON, Dee. 22 (AP).

ROPOSALS by President Truman's Commission_on Higher Edu-
cation to erase school segregation laws from 'u%ﬁ‘?kl
and to write new Ia ng racial discriminatton in eolleges
drew a sharp dissent yesterday from four members of the commission.
The four, in a minority report, cfuﬁp l&_t“dﬂ%ﬂ 1860. It pro-
charged that the commission's public" schboling
stand on barring eduedtional seg- collége.

regation of Negroes In the South . Outline of Program.
would ‘“impede progress and| As a ‘“reasonable” proposal to

e mifority report applauded ef- | familles, the commission urged:

‘End Race Segregation in Colleges|

‘|| Minority Says Truthan Commission’s Plan

ee
through the first two years of h

¢ /| offset: the high cost of higher
Wm'““ o t:y h“the op! °:~ education and the handicaps con-| |
M fronting students in low-income|

forts to remove inequalities in the
B‘outh but sald these efforts must
be made “within the established
patter

he dissent was signed by Ar-
thur H. Comptom, chancellor of

* | Washington University, St. Louls:

Douglas 8. Freeman, editor of the

-IRichmond (Va.) News-Leader;
-| Goodrich! C. White, president of

Emory University, Atlanta, Ga.
and Lewls W. Jones, president of

the University of Arkansas.

1. Federal scholarships, in the
form of grants-in-ald, for at least
20 per cent of all undergraduate,

non-veteran students, selected on| 8!

the primary basls of financial
need, The maximum aid would

be $800 a year, the average $400. %

The program would be expanded
each year through 1952, as Fed-

eral outlays fer GI education de-|S

cline. S

Each state would create a schol-
arship commission to administer
the Federal funds. These would
set up the standards and ma-

chinerv for selecting students.

From St Louis Argus
December 1947

In Park White papers Box 10, Folder 9. Bernard
Becker Medical Library Archives Washington
University School Medicine




African Americans Entering Washington University School of
Medicine

1947: WUSM accidentally accepts a Black M.D. to a 3 week continuing education course of
Opthamology. They don’t send him home, and then declare WUSM desegregated

1951: The first Black medical student (Edgar Thomas) is accepted but does not graduate

1958: The second Black medical student (James Sweatt) is accepted and graduates 1962, the
first African American graduate of WUSM

1968: The 3, 4th, and 5t Black medical students enter WUSM. One transfers, one graduates in
1972, one graduatesin 1973



Entering class of 1951 WUSM
with first African American
medical student at WUSM, Edgar

Thomas

Bernard Becker Medical Library Archives Washington University
School Medicine




James L. Sweatt Ill. First African American graduate
WUSM, 1962

Bernard Becker Medical Library Archives Washington University School
Medicine



1967
Medical Education is Segregated Nationwide

<3% of entering medical students are Black

75% of those are in two schools: Howard and Meharry

WUSM has no Black students



Percentage of Entering

Black Students
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What triggered the sudden national surge in Black enrollment in 19687
Why did national enrollment quickly plateau at 7% (rather than the 12% target)?

How did WUSM so quickly surpass the national average?



Benotst, Walter Benz, Edsund Bialecki, Leon Bieri, Michael Biggs, Fred Blinn, John

Crown, Loren Do Croes, Charlotte  Doisy, Bdward  Don, Irl Joseph  Eikres, arzaret  Eisenbers, Jon  Elablede, Jane

P\

Fry, Robert Dean Fuller, David lee  Pulmer, Adrian Gaunt, Feyton Glode, Leonard | Golden, Jeffrey

1968 Entering Class WUSOM
The 314, 4th 5th Black students
to enter WUSOM

(Julian Mosley, Patrick Obiaya,
Karen Scruggs)

@4@.@;

ta Maria, Marfa Scheible, Robe; Seruggs, Kares

First Year Class 1968 - 1969

Bernard Becker Medical Library Archives Washington
University School Medicine




Karen Scruggs. First female African American graduate

Scruggs, Karen WUSM 1973

Bernard Becker Medical Library Archives Washington University School Medicine

St Louis Post Dispatch



Julian C. Mosley. Second African American graduate
WUSM 1972

Bernard Becker Medical Library Archives Washington University School Medicine



Recommendations from 1st year
students to improve recruiting and
retention of underrepresented
minorities. May 1969

Richard Brodsky, Julian Mosley, Allan
Rappoport, Karen Scruggs

Bernard Becker Medical Library Archives Washington University School
Medicine




How did WUSM so quickly surpass the national average?

It listened to students.

Who did the listening?



John Herweg Associate Dean
Student Affairs 1965-1990

Bernard Becker Medical Library Archives Washington University School Medicine



Robert (Bob) Lee, Asst Dean
Minority Student Affairs 1972-1992

Bernard Becker Medical Library Archives Washington University School Medicine
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What triggered the sudden national surge in Black enrollment in 19687



Lyndon Johnson signs the Medicare Social Security Amendments
Independence MO, July 30, 1965
Harry Truman receives the first Medicare card




From Truman’s Message to Congress about health care. Nov 19, 1945

“We are a rich nation and can afford many things. But ill-health which can be prevented or cured is one thing we
cannot afford.”

“In the past, the benefits of modern medical science have not been enjoyed by our citizens with any degree of
equality. Nor are they today. Nor will they be in the future--unless government is bold enough to do something
about it.”

“Under the plan | suggest, our people would continue to get medical and hospital services just as they do now--on
the basis of their own voluntary decisions and choices. Our doctors and hospitals would continue to deal with
disease with the same professional freedom as now. There would, however, be this all-important difference:
whether or not patients get the services they need would not depend on how much they can afford to pay at the

time.” Truman library https://www.trumanlibrary.org/publicpapers/index.php?pid=483&st=&stl=

The American Medical Association (AMA) launched a spirited attack against the bill, capitalizing on fears of
Communism in the public mind. The AMA characterized the bill as "socialized medicine", and in a forerunner to the
rhetoric of the McCarthy era, called Truman White House staffers "followers of the Moscow party line".
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/anniversaries/healthprogram.htm



https://www.trumanlibrary.org/anniversaries/healthprogram.htm
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/publicpapers/index.php?pid=483&st=&st1

What triggered the sudden national surge in Black enrollment in 19687

The creation of Medicare in 1965.

AAMC publishes ethnic enrollment numbers in 1967.
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Why did national enrollment quickly plateau at 7% (rather than the 12% target)?

e 7% is a “natural limit”?
* Because the overall growth in enrollment plateaued?
* Univ California vs Bakke? (started 1974, decided 1978)
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Events in desegregation of the medical
school

1891
e 1910
1914
e 1947
e 1947
e 1951
e 1958
e 1962
e 1965
e 1967
e 1968
e 1969
1971
e 1972
* 1973

WUSM founded (1896 Plessy vs Ferguson)

Flexner Report

WUSM and Barnes Hospital move to Central West End

WUSM “desegregates” by accidentally accepting a continuing education MD
Harry Truman’s “Higher Education for American Democracy”. Wash Univ dissents
Entry of first African American medical student (Edgar Thomas)

Entry of second African American medical student (James Sweatt)

James Sweatt Il graduates — the first African American graduate of WUSM
Medicare/Medicaid Bill passed and signed

AAMC publishes ethnicities of medical school enroliment

Third, Fourth, Fifth African American medical students enroll

Report of the Student Committee for Minority Enrollment

WUSM exceeds national average of African American matriculation from 1971 on
James Mosley graduates — the second African American graduate of WUSM

Karen Scruggs graduates — the first African American female graduate of WUSM



Events described in the WashU website
From: https://libguides.wustl.edu/wustl-fag/deseg

1947: School of Medicine and School of Social Work
open admissions to African Americans.

1948: Graduate School of Arts and Sciences opens
admissions to African Americans.

1949: All remaining graduate programs except Dentistry
open admissions to African Americans.

1950: School of Dentistry opens admissions to African
Americans.

Fall 1952: All undergraduate programs are opened to
African Americans. The first African-American
undergraduates entered the University in the Fall of
1952.

1953: Athletic programs are desegregated. Muriel
LeGrand Givens, a University College student, is the first
African American football player for the university.
1954: All residence halls, support services, and
extracurricular activities were desegregated.



£ TALn DEMOCRACY-
Agr Acr RACISTS

The Washington University Board of ok a e ot
Directors, 1950. Washington University | "=

: vaTE FOR ! B .\
Archives. by Al At e

Judy Saul, a freshman from Memphis,
From: Amy M. Pfeiffenberger Democracy at Home: the struggle to

desegregate Washington University in the postwar era.
Gateway Heritage, Winter 1989




Events in desegregation of Washington University (main campus)

1853 — founded by an abolitionist. Blacks accepted until 1890’s. No formal policy
statement

1945 — sued by city of St Louis and NAACP for shielding real estate from taxes

1946 — students invite Paul Robeson and A. Philip Randolph to speak

1947 — Medical school declared “desegregated” when a Black ophthalmologist is
mistakenly accepted for a 3 week course

1947 — Donation to Law School rejected because it required desegregation (donation goes
instead to St Louis University)

1947 — Truman’s “Higher Education for American Democracy” says “federal appropriations
(should) be given only to those schools willing to comply (with desegregation)”. Arthur
Holly Compton, WU chancellor and member of the study, leads the dissent saying they
“disagreed with any recommendation as to the immediate abandonment of segregation”
1949 — Student Committee for the Admission of Negroes (SCAN) formed at WU

1949 — Students vote 77% in favor of admission of African Americans

1951 — 130 faculty join students in protest

1951 — Vice Chancellor responds “the generally different aims and objectives of segregated
schools would seriously hamper the Negro students in successful pursuit of an education
at the University”

1952 — Board desegregates WU without explanation From: Amy M. Pfeiffenberger Democracy at Home: the
struggle to desegregate Washington University in the postwar
era. Gateway Heritage, Winter 1989




Report of the Superintendent

To the Trustees of Barnes Hospilal.
GENTLEMEN:

[ have the honor to present herewith, as Superintendent, the
first Biennial Report of Barnes Hospital.

I am pleased to report there has been a steady increase in the
number of patients cared for since our opening day, December 7,
1914, also 2 greater development in the efficiency of the organiza-
tion.

The Hospital was opened December 7, 1914, with twenty-six
patients which we took over from the Washington University
Hospital. Our first fiscal year was closed December 31, 1915,
so that the report of the first year really covers a period of 3%
days, the 25 days remaining in December, 1914, and the 365
days in 1915, making a total of 390 days.

During the first year there was a slow but constantly increas-
ing number of patients treated in the Hospital. The average
number of patients during this period was #4. During the second
year, from January | to December 31, 1916, there was also a
steady gain, the average number being 115, an increase of 21 in
number and a percentage of 22,

During the sscond year a number of warda and departments
were opened, which have added greatly to our capacity and
facility for the treatment of patients. The third floor of the
Private Pavilion was opened, giving us fifteen additional rooms
for private patients, making a total of 42 rooms available in our
Private Pavilion.

The Department of Hydro and Mechane Therapy and the
Department of Metabolism were opened. The Dental and Barany
examination rooms were also opened during the past bwelve
months, On the following pages will be found a detailed account
of the activities of the various services, giving the number of
patients treated, their diseases, and auch other information as
is usually given in annual reporta.

Respectfully,
CHARLES E. BAUR,
Superiniendmiih
22

Nationality of Patients
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From first annual report:
Barnes Hospital, 1916
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In 1914, it was evident to all black
physicians that certain inequities were
prevalent in the City of St. Louis' tax
system. All citizens, black and white,
paid taxes utilized to support the St.
Louis public hospital system; however,
black doctors were not given equal status
In the city hospital. They were

forced into the role of assistant, and
their patients were housed in dingy
basement. quarters.

From: H. Philip Venable & Julian C Mosley
The Black Physicians in St. Louis (I1&ll)
May, June 1986 Metro Medicine

Creation of City #2, first public hospital for
African American patients and physicians

Mayor Henry Kiel was receptive

to their problems and, in 1919, ordered
all black patients to be transferred to a
building at Garrison and Lawton,
which had been recently vacated by

Barnes Hospital. The associate staff was composed of
black physicians in the com-
munity; the visiting staff were faculty
members of Washington University.
There was much interplay and
exchange of ideas between the two
medical staffs, which benefited
physicians and patients alike.




Homer G. Phillips Hospital 1937 to 1979

Bernard Becker Medical Library Archives Washington University School Medicine




Ella Brown RN (2" from left)
Head nurse Homer G Phillips Hospital
Pinkie Payne
Cassandra Smith
Mattie McAllister
Brenda Lang

Bernard Becker Medical Library Archives Washington University School Medicine



1949
The first African American physicians at WUSM

J. Owen Blache (Pathology)

George A. Gaikins (Surgery)

Helen E. Nash (Pediatrics)

Edward B. Williams (Internal Medicine)

James Whittico, first Fellow (Surgery)



Dr. Helen Nash. 15t black physician at Children’s Hospital
(1949). WUSOM Asst Dean Minority Affairs (1993)

Bernard Becker Medical Library Archives Washington University School Medicine




Dr. James Whittico




Dr Owen Blache




O

S

()]
) E w
4 O m©
i Ir =
Wn&w
).ﬁlaso
a OS¢ T
—-—

—_ 0 =
L5 ==
C OO C C
a o O a

)
£
2
°
s
©
o
<
(S]
n
>
=
w
—_
o
2
c
)
c
o
]
Q0
£
=
(%]
M
(%]
[}
=2
<
o
—_
<
>
_
©
—
o
2
©
Q
°
=
—_
[}
~
(8]
)
o
o
—
©
c
—_
o
o




' ..Olu.... LTINS
EREEREE ¢ 5F

Butler Ward, Children’s Hospital
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Alexis Hartmann, Chair Pediatrics
Children’s Hospital

Bernard Becker Medical Library Archives Washington University School Medicine
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H. P. Venable, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Asst. Instructor in Clinical Ophthalmology

Washington University School of Medicine;
Head and Director, Department of Ophthalmology

Homer G. Phillips Hospital

Bernard Becker Medical Library Archives Washington University School Medicine




Civil Rights Along Spoede Road
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Proposition 14. Proposed California Constitution amendment.
Passed 2:1, November 1964

Neither the State nor any subdivision or agency thereof shall
deny, limit or abridge, directly or indirectly, the right of any person,
who is willing or desires to sell, lease or rent any part or all of his
real property, to decline to sell, lease or rent such property to such
person or persons as he, in his absolute discretion, chooses.

“I oppose the segregation initiative. | oppose it because it sugar-coats bigotry
with an appeal to generalities we can accept, while ignoring the specific problem
that confronts us.”  California Attorney General Stanley Mosk, 1964




Some Further Readings

The Black Physicians in St. Louis (1&II) H. Philip Venable & Julian C Mosley. Metro Medicine May, June 1986

Democracy at Home: the struggle to desegregate Washington University in the postwar era. Amy M. Pfeiffenberger. Gateway Heritage, Winter 1989

A Legacy of Caring: the History of Barnes-Jewish Hospital. Candace O’Connor. Foundation of Barnes Jewish Hospital 2017

The Power to Heal: Civil Rights, Medicare, and the Struggle to Transform America’s Health Care System. David Barton Smith. Vanderbilt University Press 2016

A More Beautiful and Terrible History: the Uses and Misuses of Civil Rights History. Jeanne Theoharis. Beacon Press 2018

Truman’s speech on health to Congress, Nov 19, 1945 https://www.trumanlibrary.org/publicpapers/index.php?pid=483&st=&st1=

Homer G. Phillips hospital. Johnson AS (2003) J Nat Med Assoc 95:483-8 (https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12856914) H. Phillip Venable (1961) J Natl Med Assoc. Nov;
53(6): 541-555 (https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2642069/) http://impact.nmanet.org/wordpress/the-history-of-homer-g-phillips-hospital

James Sweatt |Il MD.
https://www.google.com/search?q=James+Sweatt+ll1+first+in+class&rlz=1C1GCEU enUS820US8218&0q=James&ags=chrome.1.69i57j69i59j014.7834j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=U
TF-8

Julian C Mosley MD. https://news.stlpublicradio.org/post/obituary-julian-cedell-mosley-jr-md-worked-open-doors-washington-u-medical-school#stream/0
https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/obituaries/dr-julian-mosley-influential-surgeon-at-washington-university-med-school/article 1011d3ff-2c66-522f-a8af-
75ebf6737413.html

Karen Scruggs MD. page 20 in: https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/70380270.pdf

Helen Nash MD. https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/stltoday/obituary.aspx?n=helen-elizabeth-nash&pid=160328581 https://source.wustl.edu/2012/10/obituary-helen-e-nash-
pioneering-pediatrician-91/ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helen Elizabeth Nash

James Whittico MD. http://www.stlamerican.com/news/local news/pioneering-physician-and-surgeon-dr-james-whittico-jr-passes-at/article cb41624a-a705-11e8-b068-
9b2ec478d484.html http://www.stlamerican.com/news/local news/year-old-doctor-retires/article 334f341c-eeda-11e4-a144-2b97b9745160.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James Whittico Jr.

H. Phillip Venable MD. Johnson AS (2003) J Nat Med Assoc 95:483-8 (https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12856914). Breaking the Color Line in Medicine: African Americans
in Opthamology LN Johnson and OCB Daniels. Slack Inc. 2002

Park J. White MD. http://beckerexhibits.wustl.edu/oral/transcripts/white.html

The Venable house and racial zoning. State v. Weinstein (https://www.leagle.com/decision/1959728329sw2d3991708 ). Rothstein R (2014) The Making of Ferguson. Economic
Policy Institute (https://www.epi.org/publication/making-ferguson/). https://www.newspapers.com/clip/11199535/venable _house 1956/

Univ California v Bakke https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regents of the Univ. of Cal. v. Bakke

AAMC Data Book https://www.aamc.org/data/databook/
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ArTicLE IV—CoMPOSITION OF THE ASSOCIATION

This Association shall consist of members who shall
be members of the component county medical societies
to which only white physicians shall be eligible who
have been certified to the headquarters of this Associ-
ation and whose dues and assessments for the current
year have been received by the Secretary. (As

Article IV of Missouri State Medical Association
Circa 1945 (from Park White papers)



Evarts Graham
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